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INTRODUCTION:

This morning, I would like to ask that everyone turn with me to Isaiah 55.  This will be the text that we will be studying today.  
Have you ever received an invitation to go somewhere or to do something, and you didn’t respond to it?  

· Traci & I keep receiving an invitation to attend an investment seminar—they send us official looking tickets and everything.

· Basically, it is an invitation to a sales meeting—you spend your time and your money to go to the meeting so they can do their best to “sell you” on investing your money with them.

· I’m at a point now, where I recognize the envelope and I don’t even bother to open it.

Maybe you got a phone call and you say, “I’ll have to check my calendar and get back with you later.” 

· But you never do. Maybe you get the invitation in the mail, and it ends up being buried in a pile of papers. 
· You don’t pay any attention to it, because it doesn’t rate as important to you. 

· Sometimes you will be invited over for an evening and you say, “Yes, I’d like to do that…”  however, you really were just being polite. 
We often receive invitations that we never respond to... 

· Let’s turn the tables… Perhaps, there is an event going on that you would really like to attend, but you don’t receive an invitation…
· Have you ever seen the movie, Field of Dreams. 
· It’s about an Iowa corn farmer who hears a voice, and then plows up part of his crop to put in a baseball field that allows players from the 1919 White Sox team to come out and play baseball again.  
· He then travels to Boston to pick up Terence Mann (played by James Earl Jones). 

· At one point in the movie “Shoeless” Joe Jackson was leaving to go back into the cornfield where he had come from. 
· He stopped, turned, and said, “Hey, you want to come with us?” 
· Ray Kinsella (the farmer played by Kevin Costner) asks, “You mean it?” 
· “Shoeless Joe” says, “No, not you. Him,” and he points to Terence Mann. 
· At this point Ray gets upset, asking, “Wait a second. Wait a second. Why him? I built this field, you wouldn’t even be here if it weren’t for me. I want to know what’s out there. I want to see it.”
· “Shoeless Joe” just looks at him and says, “But you’re not invited.” 

Have any of you ever been “NOT INVITED” to an event? 

· Was there ever a time in grade school where a classmate had a birthday party and you were “NOT INVITED”? 
· Or maybe in High School when someone you thought was your friend got together with a bunch of friends and you’re “NOT INVITED”? 
· Invitations are often very restrictive—Wedding invitations are given to relatives and close friends.
· Employee dinners include invitations that are restricted to those who work for that company.
· But this morning, I would like us to take a look at an invitation that is a universal & non-restrictive invitation.
· It is an invitation for all people of all backgrounds from all nations of the world—It is an invitation to seek the Lord, to submit to His will, and to return to Him and thus be pardoned by Him.
Please read with me, Isaiah 55:1-7…

1  "Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without cost.

2  "Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And delight yourself in abundance.

3  "Incline your ear and come to Me. Listen, that you may live; And I will make an everlasting covenant with you, According to the faithful mercies shown to David.

4  "Behold, I have made him a witness to the peoples, A leader and commander for the peoples.

5  "Behold, you will call a nation you do not know, And a nation which knows you not will run to you, Because of the LORD your God, even the Holy One of Israel; For He has glorified you."

6  Seek the LORD while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near.

7  Let the wicked forsake his way And the unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him return to the LORD, And He will have compassion on him, And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon.

As I read through this passage in preparation for this morning’s worship service, I couldn’t help but to think about how this is an invitation that is NOT just to those who have never obeyed the gospel, but also to those who have obeyed and are struggling to remain in obedience.

· Verse 6 for example says, “Seek the Lord while he may be found”
· This verse continues on to say, “Call upon Him while He is near.”  This part of the verse seems to be directed towards one who has been near to God, but may be losing that relationship with Him.

· And verse 7 specifically says, “let him return to the Lord”

· This very compelling invitation that Isaiah is offering to the people, applies to anyone who needs to work on his or her relationship with God.

· Since most of us are already Christians, and since all of us struggle with doubt about our faith from time to time, I think this is an important invitation for us to consider this morning..

· In a number of subtle ways, this passage shows us the progression, or some of the stages, that occur when a persons relationship with God is fading away.

Looking at the first few words of the first verse, we see the phrase, “Every one who thirsts, come to the waters” and as the text moves into the second verse, it basically says, “Why are you wasting your time and money on things that do not satisfy?”
The first step for people in the process of falling away from the church is that…

I. They begin to thirst for worldly pleasures rather than thirsting for God.

You know what I find interesting?  Everybody can relate to the idea of being thirsty!

· We all know what it is to have that uneasy feeling in our stomach—that longing for a drink of water in order to quench our thirst.

· Think about Samson, for example, who killed 1000 men with the Jaw bone of a donkey.  
· We are given the impression that he was absolutely parched with thirst when he was done.

When I was in High School, I used to do the 3200-meter run—that’s a 2-miles—8 laps around the track. 

· I can still remember the intense dryness that I experienced as I was running lap after lap.  

· Once I was at the finish line, the only thing that I wanted was a huge drink of water and a place where I could collapse.

Thirst is something that can range from this kind of intensity all the way down to a very small and virtually unnoticed thirst. 
· Unfortunately, when it comes to our thirst for worldliness, this is exactly how it is as well!

· Our thirst starts out almost unnoticeable and as we try satisfying our thirst with the things of the world.  
· As we consume the things of the world, however, we realize that our thirst is only growing stronger and getting more intense.

· We learn that the more of the world we drink, the more thirsty we get.  
· Ultimately, we are drowning in a sea of worldliness and still feeling what seems like an unquenchable thirst.

· We all thirst for meaning in our lives.  We thirst for accomplishment and for status in life.  

· All too often… we are thirsting for a lot of things that we should not thirst for!
· We can either thirst for righteousness or we can thirst for self-satisfaction.

· The ironic part is, the more we seek to satisfy ourselves, the less satisfied we feel.

In our passage, the prophet Isaiah is urging those who thirst to “come to the waters.”

· Water is the international symbol of vibrant life…Most large cities of the world are located next to a source of water...  New York… Chicago… San Francisco…  Los Angeles…  

· If we stop and think about it, there are a lot of things that we could remove from our daily regiment of food and drink and we would be fine.  

· However without water we would not be able to survive.  
· Water is one thing that every single human depends on for life.

Isaiah is pleading therefore for his readers to “come to the waters”—to come to that which provides life.

· Perhaps Isaiah was also thinking about the writings of David.
· David refers to a thirst for godliness in Psalm 63:1 and he says, “My soul thirsts for You…in a dry and weary land where there is no water.”

· We also find that in the New Testament, in John 7:37 Jesus said, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.”

· Isaiah, David, and Jesus all expressed the need to thirst for righteousness rather than for worldly things!
There is another part of our appetites that we should address this morning—our hunger.

· This is addressed in verse 2 when Isaiah says “why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your wages for what does not satisfy.”

· I find it interesting that in verse 1 he speaks of water and in verse 2 he speaks of bread.  
· This seems to be a plea to focus on the basic necessities!  
· I believe that Isaiah is expressing the importance on setting your priorities.  
· Examine your life and determine what are the most important things to you.

If you are a Christian and you are beginning to lose touch with your priorities, Isaiah is speaking directly to you!  
· Why are you seeking out the things of life that only bring heartache and strife?  

· Why are you putting your trust in the things of this world?  

· The things of this world are NOT going to provide you with the satisfaction that you think they will provide!

We could probably do an entire lesson on being a good steward of your money based on this passage.

· How many people are out trying to satisfy their thirsts by spending their wages on alcohol, prostitutes, and the gambling.  Some people think that all the pleasures of the world come in booze, sex, and money.

· However, they eventually learn that these things don’t satisfy.

There was a cowboy who was riding his horse across the west non-stop for the paradise he heard about in California. He and his horse had gone days without sleep. As he rode into one of the few towns on the trip he decided to stop at the local saloon and get a shot of whisky to satisfy his thirst. He realized that since his horse had not slept in a few days it might fall asleep and it might take a few hours to wake him up.

He asked a young Indian who happened to be walking by if he could run back and forth in front of his horse to keep it awake while he was in the bar quenching his thirst. The Indian agreed.

After a few drinks the cowboy forgot all about the trip to paradise as he was talking to his new friends. Hours passed by and another cowboy came in the front door and asked who owned the brown and white horse out front. The owner of the horse said, “I do, so what about it?” 

“Well,” replied the cowboy, “You left your Ingin’ Running.”

The point of the story is… In order to satisfy your thirst, you need to seek out the good clean water of righteousness. It is important to not let your worldly desires distract you from getting to paradise.

In order for us to see the big picture of Isaiah’s message, let us read verses 1 & 2 again… “Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without cost. "Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And delight yourself in abundance.”

· God offers more than just the sustaining food…he also offers two beverages which symbolize nourishment and abundant life.  

· Isaiah says don’t try to satisfy yourselves on the things of the world which cannot satisfy.  Instead, you should be looking to God, who not only brings satisfaction, but He brings it with abundance.

· This also goes hand in hand with Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:6—“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.”

A person who is in danger of falling away will first begin to thirst for the things of the world.  Second…

II. They will stop heeding the warnings that are given to them.

The second half of verse 2 says “Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, and delight yourself in abundance.”

· The very next verse says, “Incline your ear and come to Me.  Listen, that you may live.”

· In verse 1 the word “come” is used three different times, and now in verses 2&3 there are three more calls for obedience… “Listen carefully…Incline your ear…Listen, that you may live.”

· Through the prophet Isaiah, God is urging… almost pleading that his people will heed the warnings that are being issued.

In a late night experiment on April 26, 1986, two electrical engineers were conducting an unauthorized experiment in the control room of a nuclear power plant. 
· They were trying to see how long a turbine would 'free wheel' when they took the power off it.

· Now, taking the power off that kind of a nuclear reactor is a difficult, dangerous thing to do, because these reactors are very unstable in their lower ranges. 
· In order to get the reactor down to that kind of power, where they could perform the test they were interested in performing, they had to manually override six separate computer-driven alarm systems. 
· One by one the computers would warn, "STOP! - DANGEROUS! - GO NO FURTHER!" 
· And one by one, rather than shutting off the experiment, they shut off the alarms and kept going.

· Then at 1:21AM, it finally happened - the No.4 reactor exploded!  The result?  Nuclear fallout that was recorded all around the world, from the largest industrial accident ever to occur in history - Chernobyl.

The instructions and warnings in Scripture are just as clear! We ignore them at our own peril, and tragically, at the peril of innocent others.

· WARNING!  “ALL have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” and “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 3:23; 6:23).

· WARNING!  One day the Lord Jesus will be “revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed…” (2 Thessalonians 1:7-10).

· WARNING!  One day it will be too late to accept the Lord’s offer of salvation. “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9).  One day, His patience waiting will come to an end.

· WARNING!  “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14).

One who is beginning to fall away from the church will cease to heed the warnings…Isaiah in this passage says, “Listen carefully…Incline your ear…Listen, that you may live.”
· The end result of heeding the warnings will be life.  Eternal life—as verse 3 says “an everlasting covenant.”

· God made a promise of mercy to those who obey and who heed the warnings.

· Please DON'T ignore the warnings!  Follow the way of life before it’s too late!

A third thing that often happens with those who are struggling with a weakening faith is that…

III. They begin accepting unrighteous acts and they begin justifying them as O.K. in God’s eyes.

All too often today we see that people’s consciences don’t even bother them when they are involved in sinful relationships…

· Traci was reading the classifieds some time ago, and she found one that was titled LET ME INTRODUCE MYSELF:  “Separated White Male, 42, 5’11 with doctorate in education, school superintendent, enjoys working out and keeping in shape.  Seeking woman, 24-45, who enjoys dancing and walking through Chicago.”

· Did you notice that is says, “separated white male”?  He’s not even divorced yet!  And he is basically advertising that he is looking for someone that he can cheat on his wife with!

· There is no shame!  I am not sure how he justifies his search for another woman, however, he apparently does not feel any guilt about the sins he is seeking to commit.

When a person begins falling away from their faith in God, they no longer see the value of being set apart as being different from the world…

· Verse 6 says, “Seek the Lord while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near.”

· As a Christian faces the weakening of their faith, they begin distancing themselves from God and when they do that, their heart is hardened.  (Just like the Pharaoh’s heart was hardened with Moses)

· The harder one’s heart gets, the farther they move away from God and the more they feel as though they don’t need God.  What a tragedy!
· Many of these people know the truth and yet for the sake of temporary satisfaction on Earth, they give up their eternal lives and they give up the bliss and beauty of heaven.  

· If you feel yourself being distanced from God… “Call upon Him while He is near.”  

· Don’t allow Satan to win against you!  …  Satan loves to get the best of us… He got the best of Adam and Eve and he wants to get the best of everyone here.  …  We are Satan’s biggest threat in the city of Salem!  
· And he will do anything in his power to win over your soul.

There are some people that think that if they come to Christ, they are never going to have any fun again.  

· There are still others that have chosen to follow Christ, but are beginning to feel that they can find more happiness outside of Christianity.

· They feel that they will have to take all the good things out of life and never enjoy life again.  

· I’ve got news for you…this is one of the devil’s favorite lies that a lot of people buy into!

· If you are beginning to feel this way yourself.  Don’t fool yourself!  Heed the warnings.  Stop and realize that your thirst can only be satisfied in Christ. 

Which brings us to the fourth and final stage in the process of falling away and that is when…

IV. They become numb to the fact that Christ died for their sins and He is the only source of lasting happiness.

Unless we keep Christ as our focus of attention and unless we continually strive to serve Him, we are very likely to begin to slip out of obedience to Him and we are likely to fall by the wayside with the rest of the fallen Christians.

· In verses 4&5, Isaiah is prophesying the coming of Christ.  
· He says to the people that there is going to be a new “leader and commander” of God’s people.  

· He says that people will come from the far reaches of the world will obey this leader.

· Salvation is available to all people of all backgrounds!
Looking at verse 7,  we see that there is hope for someone who has given in to the thirsts for worldly pleasures.

· It is possible for the wicked to receive God’s compassion.

· Isaiah says in verse 7, “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return to the Lord, and He will have compassion on him; and to our God for He will abundantly pardon.”

· …If you turn to the Lord, He will not turn you away!  This should be very encouraging to us!  
· He will have compassion on you and “He will abundantly pardon.”

· Jesus Christ shows compassion, because He understands temptation!  
· He knows that it is not easy to remain faithful and He knows that we “hit rock bottom” now and then.

· We should all be extremely careful about neglecting to acknowledge His sacrifice and His compassion.

· And we need to never grow numb to the fact that He died for our sins and He is the only source of lasting happiness.

SUMMARY:

This morning, we have been taking a look at one of the most important invitations that we have ever been offered.

· As Christians who often suffer from weakening faith, it is important that we remind ourselves that we need to be very careful about allowing ourselves to THIRST FOR WORLDLY PLEASURES RATHER THAN FOR GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS…Only in Christ can we satisfy our thirsts…

· We need to be very careful that we do not STOP HEEDING THE WARNINGS.  Doing so, results in eternal death.

· We need to be careful that we do not ACCEPT UNRIGHTEOUS ACTS.
· And finally, do not BECOME NUMB even to the FACT THAT CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS AND HE IS THE ONLY SOURCE OF LASTING HAPPINESS…

CONCLUSION/INVITATION:

If the world is starting to get a grasp on you and you know you are heading in the wrong direction in your life, please don’t hesitate to seek support from one of your brothers and sisters in Christ.

· I have an open door policy and I am always willing to lend my ear to anyone who needs someone to talk to.

· I encourage you to call somebody who you feel comfortable discussing your concerns with.  
· But most importantly, “Call upon Him while He is near.”  And “return to the Lord” knowing that He will have compassion and will “abundantly pardon.”

Before we close… there is one other point that I purposely neglected to mention earlier.  
· If we go all the way back to the first verse of our text, we find that Isaiah said, “And you who have no money come, buy and eat.  Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.”

· There is no amount of money and no amount of righteousness that can bring God’s pardon.

· Salvation is a free gift as the word “pardon” implies.  

· The whole thing is the gift is only free because Jesus has already paid the price on the cross.

Isaiah’s invitation was a call for action…. He says to come and drink from the waters to satisfy your thirst.

· He also says, “Seek the Lord while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is near.”

If you would like to respond to this invitation today, I would like to encourage you to heed Isaiah’s warnings and to “come” as we stand and sing.
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